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AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section
44-17-503, relative to the use of forfeited deposits
under the Tennessee Spay/Neuter Law.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 44-17-503, is amended by deleting
subsection (b) and substituting instead the following:
(b)

(1) If the new owner fails to have the dog or cat spayed or neutered
within the time frame established by § 44-17-502, or if the spaying or neutering is
timely performed, but the new owner fails to request the return of the deposit
within an additional ten (10) days after the date by which the spaying or neutering
is required to be performed, the deposit shall be forfeited to the agency holding
the deposit and shall be used by the agency to conduct programs to spay or
neuter dogs and cats in the community where the agency is located.

(2) The forfeited deposit may also be used to defray operational
expenses of the programs, including, but not limited to, costs for purchasing food,
medications, tests, upgrades for the animal housing areas, or any other supplies
or products which would improve the quality of life for dogs or cats in such
programs.

(3) No forfeited deposit may be used to pay salaries of persons
employed by any agency located within the county.

(4) Before the forfeited deposits may be used by an agency for the

purposes set out in this subsection (b), the agency shall maintain a minimum
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balance in the forfeited deposit fund of no less than the total amount of
unclaimed deposits collected during the previous six (6) month period.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2018, the public welfare requiring it.
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